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The dates of the four Vedas, as well as the homeland of the Indo-
European–speaking people, have been two unresolved issues in 
the Indian history. This book uses the robust information recently 
emerging from archaeo-botanical studies, particularly palinology, as 
well as that originating from the researches in geology, archaeology, 
and genetics. The information generated from these scientific studies 
provides a vivid picture of the last ten thousand years of Europe 
and Asia. This picture has been matched against the information 
about the plants, animals, and climate contained in the four Vedic 
Samhitas, as well as that emerging from the philological studies. 
The final picture emerges that the Rig-Veda was composed between 
8000 BC and 6000 BC, Sama-Veda between 6000 BC and 5500 
BC, Yajur-Veda between 5500 BC and 2500 BC, or perhaps 2000 
BC, and the Atharva-Veda between 1500BC and 1300 BC. The 
investigation also reveals that the Indo-European words for “lion” 
(“kesari,” “singh”), “camel” (“ustra,” “ostrich”), “opium,” “lotus,” 
etc., characteristically Indian animals and plants, have existed in the 
Indo-European vocabulary, although not noticed so far. That exercise 
fixes the location of the Indo-European homeland in Northwest India 
at about 10,000–8,000 BC.
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